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Basic Mate: King and Queen versus King
By Steven Craig Miller 

 

In a king and queen versus king situation, the 
most basic winning technique is based on 
using both the king and queen to push the 
opposing king to the edge of the board 
where he will be mated. 
 
Compared to the king and rook versus king 
situation, one might suppose that mating 
with a queen would be easier. This is true, 
but there are also more stalemating possi-
bilities which one needs to avoid.  
 
For example: 

w________w 
á d i d d] 
àdwdwdwdw] 
ß d dQdwd] 
ÞdwdKdwdw] 
Ý d d d d] 
Üdwdsdwdw] 
Û d d d d] 
Údwdwdwdw] 
wÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈw 

 
Both 1. Kd6 and 1. Kc6 are stalemate! So 
as the king approaches in order to pin the 
opposing king to the edge of the board, 
one should be careful not to allow stale-
mate. Even before the king approaches a 
stalemate is possible. 

w________w 
ákdwdwdwd] 
àdw!wdwdw] 
ß d dsdwd] 
Þdwdsdwdw] 
Ý d d d d] 
ÜdwdKdwdw] 
Û d d d d] 
Údwdwdwdw] 
wÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈw 

Nonetheless, the procedure is quite easy, 
just be careful not to stalemate the oppo-
nent’s king. For example: 

w________w 
á d d d d] 
àdwdwdwdw] 
ß d dkdwd] 
Þdwdsdwdw] 
Ý d d d d] 
Üdwdsdwdw] 
Û d d d d] 
Ú!Kdwdwdw] 
wÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈw 

 
1. QQQQa5 KKKKd6 

 2. KKKKc2 KKKKe6 
 3. KKKKd3 KKKKd6 
 4. KKKKe4 KKKKe6 
 
4. ... Kc6 5. Ke5 Kd7 6. Qb6 Kc8 7. Qa7 
(and not 7. Kd6?? stalemate) 7. .... Kd8 8. 
Kd6 Ke8 9. Qe7#. 
 

5. QQQQb6+ KKKKe7 
 6. KKKKe5 KKKKf7 
 7. KKKKf5 KKKKe7 
 8. QQQQc7+ KKKKf8 
 9. KKKKf6 KKKKe8 
 10. QQQQe7# 
 

Students should get out a set and board 
and go over these variations until they are 
certain that they have mastered this basic 
mate. 


